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   House Bill 15-1027, postponed indefinitely on May 4th, would have granted in-state tuition classification to “any Native American student who is a registered member of a federally recognized American Indian tribe with historical ties to Colorado,” of which there are 48 according to the Colorado Commission on Indian Affairs and History Colorado.
   House Bill 15-1061, postponed indefinitely on May 6th, meant conviction records related to municipal offenses would no longer be eligible for sealing and would put in place a prohibition on sealing a municipal assault or battery conviction or other municipal conviction, when the underlying factual basis of the offense was domestic violence. Most domestic violence cases are heard in county court under the auspices of the State Judicial Department, except for municipal courts in Aurora, Englewood, Lakewood, Littleton and Westminister.
   Senate Bill 15-139, was deemed lost on February 27th, and concerned reporting programs applying to school bullying and other dangerous conduct in school. The legislative declaration stated the “safe2tell” program has been successful in providing a safe, anonymous way to report information about unsafe, potentially harmful, dangerous, violent or criminal activities in schools before or after they have occurred. One factor that probably played a role in the bill getting “lost” was the provision that would have allowed for revealing the identity of a person who allegedly made a fraudulent report, and may have deterred future fraudulent reporting.
  Senate Bill 15-213 was signed by the Governor on June 3rd, and will change how schools deal with students potentially capable of violence while at school or engaged in school violence. SB 213 “allows school districts and charter schools to be held liable if they fail to exercise reasonable care in protecting students, faculty or staff from reasonable foreseeable act of violence while at school or engaged in school activities.” An additional provision is an exception to the Colorado Governmental Act when a school district or charter school is negligent in that duty.
    Senate Bill 15-214, signed by the Governor on June 3rd, creates a committee to “study and evaluate programs and methods for identifying and monitoring students in crisis and develop standardized criteria for school personnel to use in assessing potential threats.” SB 214 creates the School Safety and Youth Mental Health Committee, tasked with studying “issues related to school safety and the prevention of threats to the safety of students, teachers, administrators, employees and volunteers present on the grounds of public and private schools.”
    House Bill 15-1328, postponed indefinitely on May 4th, would have required “all employees and volunteers of youth sports organizations who work directly with youths five or more days per months to have a criminal history record check (background check). That requirement was also applicable to “employees and volunteers who accompany the youth sports organization on any trip that includes an overnight stay.”  Offenses set forth in the bill that would disqualify a person from working or volunteering for a sports youth organization include conviction of felony child abuse, conviction of a felony offense involving unlawful sexual behavior and a comparable offense committed in any other state.
   Senate Bill 206, signed by the Governor on June 4th, makes two changes to the regulations on conservation easements in the state of Colorado. Beginning in tax year 2015, the credit awarded for the first $100,000 of a donated conversation easement is increased to 75 percent of the easement's fair market value, up from 50 percent in current law; the maximum credit that may be awarded to a donor for a single donation is increased to $1,500,000 from the $375,000 cap in current law. The cap for the gross conservation income tax credit program is was set at $45 million in tax year 2014 and the cap remains the same in tax year 2015. Note: Taxpayers may not claim a tax refund using transferred credit.
    Senate Bill 15-258, postponed indefinitely on May 4th, would have prohibited the Air Quality Control Commission under the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE) from submitting a state implementation plan for the reduction carbon emissions from electric utilities to the EPA, until it meets a number of requirements set forth in the bill: 1) the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) conducts a proceeding to review the plan based on criteria outlined in the bill and issues a formal decision; 2) the PUC and DPHE issue a joint assessment report of the plan within15 days of the decision; and 3) the General Assembly votes to approve the plan through joint resolution. The AQCC and DPHE must submit the state implementation plan to the EPA for certification that the state plan meets federal performance standards under the Clean Air Act.
   House Bill 15-1332, postponed indefinitely on May 5th, would have created a state income tax credit for taxpayers who purchase and install the equipment necessary to generate electricity using hydroelectricity, wind, and biomass resources with the amount of the credit equal to the lesser of 30 percent of the total costs of the equipment or $50,000, and was available once to a taxpayer. To be eligible for the credit, the taxpayer  had be an end-user electric customer of a cooperative electric association or municipal electric utility, and the power generation system had to be located on the taxpayer's side of the meter.
  House Bill 15-1336, postponed indefinitely on May 5th, would have created a grant program that is to be “developed by the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment to aid work force centers in supporting honorably discharged veterans and their spouses seeking new employment and careers.” The program would have repealed on January 1, 2018.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
